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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment Entry 

1 . The amendments filed December 1 7, 1999 have been entered. Amendments to the 
specification have also been entered. Claims 10, 11, 14 and 21 are canceled. Claims 17-18 and 
198-268 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claim Objections 

2. The objection of claims 10 and 21 are objected to because of the informalities has been 
withdrawn in view of the cancellation of the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 198-262 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention has been withdrawn in view of applicants amendments and 
arguments. 

4. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the specification, 
while being enabling for a method of attenuating a Streptococcus infection, does not reasonably 
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provide enablement for a method of preventing a Streptococcus infection is withdrawn in view of 
applicants amendments and arguments. 

5. Claims 18, 21, 236 and 261 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention is withdrawn in view of applicants amendments and 
arguments. 

6. The rejection of claims 11,14 and 17-18 have been withdrawn in view of applicants 
amendments and arguments. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1 7-1 8 and 198-268 are allowable because the prior art does not teach or fairly 
suggest using the method an isolated nucleic acid molecule comprising the polypeptide encoded 
by SEQ ID NO: 55 or 56 or any of the methods associated with the polypeptide. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ja-Na Hines whose telephone number is (703) 305-0487. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 6:30am to 4:00pm. The examiner 
can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel, can be reached on (703) 308-4027. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-4242. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



Ja-Na Hines 



January 18,2000 





JAMES C. HOUSEL 
-SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



